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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 0465 

PANAMA FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CS 

SUBJECT: WEEKEND PRESS ON ROGERS' VISIT 

REF: SAN JOSE 0441 AND SAN JOSE 0443 

1. NOTWITHSTANDING FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO'S CLARIFICATION TO THE 
PRESS FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, REGARDING THE PURPOSE OF ASSISTNAT 
SECRETARY ROGERS' VISIT TO COSTA RICA (SAN JOSE 0443) AND 
SUBSEQUENT STATEMENTS BY THE DEPARTMENT AND BY ROGERS HIMSELF, 
ALLEGED PRESS STATEMENTS BY BOTH FACIO AND ODUBER LED 
"LA NACION" TO PERSIST FEB 1 IN ITS THESIS THAT COSTA RICA WAS ASKED 
TO PLAY A MEDIATOR'S ROLE. FACIO WAS REPORTED SAYING "THE VISIT 
OF ROGERS WAS AN OFFICIAL VISIT. IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
OTHERWISE. THE CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM WERE INFORMAL, BUT VERY 
IMPORTANT. INFORMAL BECAUSE THERE WAS NO SIGNED JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE, NOR ANYTHING LIKE THAT, BUT FULL INFORMATION 
WAS PROVIDED OF WHAT TRANSPIRED." "LA NACION" ADDED 
THAT "FACIO AT NO POINT DENIED YESTERDAY'S (JANUARY 31) 
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MEDIATOR)" IN AN EDITOR'S NOTE TO THE UPI STORY 
OUT OF WASHINGTON CARRYING THE DEPARTMENT'S CLARIFICATION 
OF ROGERS' PURPOSES IN COSTA RICA, "LA NACION" STATED THAT 
BOTH ODUBER AND FACIO CONFIRMED THAT ROGERS CAME TO 
COSTA RICA TO REQUEST THE GOCR TO ACT AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN 
THE U.S. AND SOME LATIN COUNTRIES. 

3. "LA REPUBLICA" ON FEBRUARY 3 PUT THE BLAME FOR THE 
CONFUSION OVER THE ROGERS VISIT SQUARELY ON ODUBER. 

IN ITS SIDE BAR EDITORIAL COLUMN THE PAPER ACCUSED THE PRESIDENT 
OF PUTTING HIS FOOT IN HIS MOUTH FOR WAYING ONE THING TO THE 
PRESS THAT HAD TO BE FOLLOWED UP WITH A DENIAL BY HIS 
FOREIGN MINISTER. THE EDITORIALIST CRITICIZED ODUBER FOR 
MAKING COSTA RICA APPEAR RIDICULOUS AND ALLOWED THAT IT WAS 
MOST UNLIKELY IN THE FIRST PLACE THAT THE U.S. WOUL SEEK SUCH 
A ROLE FOR THE GOCR WHICH HAS BEEN SO ADAMANTLY PROTECTIVE 
OF ROBERT VESCO. 

4. WEEKEND PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT ODUBER WAS 
INFORMING OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE ABOUT 
THE ROGERS VISIT AND THAT FACIO WOULD CALL IN CA 
AMBASSADORS FOR THE SAME PURPOSES. 

5. COMMENT. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT ODUBER 
HIMSELF INSPIRED THE LINE THAT GOCR HAD BEEN REQUESTED 
TO PLAY A SPECIAL ROLE, AND THAT HE DID NOT COORDINATE 
THIS WITH FACIO. IN SHORT AIRPORT MEETING ON 
SATURDAY FACIO EMPHASIZED TO CHARGE THAT HE HAD TRIED 
TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. HE WAS CLEARLY PUT IN 
AWKWARD SPOT, AND BOTH HE AND PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN 
EMBARRASSED BY THE RESULTS. NEVERTHELESS, IN ITS OWN 
TERMS THE VISIT WAS A GREAT SUCCESS, AND THIS PARTICULAR 
FLURRY IS LIKELY TO PASS QUICKLY. 

LANE 
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